
        

Child Protection 
Qualifications 

Framework  

 Social Psychology 

 Child/Lifespan Development 

 Influence of childhood experiences on 
individual development 

 Influence of social environment  

 Behavioural change theories 

 

 Family lifespan 

 Family influence on 
development 

 Structure  & forms  
of family life 

 Child rearing/parenting 
models 

 Child rearing /  

 Drug classifications and effects 

 Co-morbidity with mental health 

 Intervention and treatment approaches 

 Prevention and harm reduction 

 Impact on families 

 
 

 Major psychiatric disorders 

 Co-morbidity with alcohol and other 
drugs 

 Intervention and treatment approaches  

 Impact on families 

 

 Child maltreatment 

 Family and domestic violence 

 Risk assessment and safety planning 

 Trauma  

 Intervention and treatment approaches  

 

 Working with children, youth and families 

 Attachment theory 

 Child interviewing and assessments 

 Youth work 

 Intervention & treatment approaches  

 Disability 

 
 

 ATSI/Indigenous Cultures – history 
and contemporary issues.   

 CALD, minorities, ethnicity, migrants 
and refugees.   

 Ecological – systems perspective  

 Bio-psycho-social perspective 

 Strengths, empowerment and 
resilience perspectives 

 Solution focused  

 Crisis intervention  

 Advocacy 
  

 

 Engaging with clients/interpersonal 
communication 

 Resistant and involuntary clients 

 Interviewing skills 

 Assessment and intervention planning 

 Risk assessment / risk management 

 Casework/case management 

 Counselling and  therapeutic interventions 

 Group  work 

 Working in teams and organisations 

 Negotiation, mediation and conflict resolution, 
family group conferences 

 Critical reflection 

 Qualitative social research 

 Theories of community and 
community work 

 Working with/in community 
organisations 

 Working with community groups 

 Interagency collaboration 

 Community capacity building/ 
asset-based  community 
development 

 Social policy 

 Social welfare 

 Program development 

 Australian context 

 Criminology 

 Australian context 

 Acts and legislation 

 Court processes 

 Criminal, civil  and family law 

 Legal rights 

 Rights of the child 

Studies may cover  
all or part of the topics 

listed under the knowledge 
segment headings. 
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CHILD CENTRED 

FAMILY FOCUSED 

COMMUNITY BASED 

 Australian society 

 Culture 

 Gender 

 Sexual orientation 

 Social structure, 
institutions systems, 
stratification (class) 
issues 

 Socio-cultural theories-
social construction, 
discourse, power-
knowledge,       
subjectivity,      
complexity,             

context 

Additional  
Knowledge 

Core 
Knowledge 

 THREE core knowledge segments and 
TWO additional knowledge segments  

OR 

 TWO core knowledge segments and 

THREE additional knowledge segments  

Appointment as a 
professional in the 
Department for Child 
Protection WA requires a 
degree which includes topics 
from at least FIVE 
knowledge areas, drawn 
from: 
 

Topics from any TWO knowledge 
segments must be studied at depth in the 

second or third year of the degree. 
 

 

 

 

 Confidentiality and privacy 

 Self care and  Code of ethics 

 Social justice/human  rights 

 Ethical and non-judgemental decision making 

 Use of self professional boundaries, 
reflective/reflexive 

 Client/consumer rights, natural justice 


